
August 6, 2012 

 A Special Meeting of the Council of the City of Manassas, 
Virginia was held at Jennie Dean Elementary School in Manassas, 
Virginia on the above date with the following present: Mayor 
Harry J. Parrish II, Council Members Andrew L. Harrover, Ian T. 
Lovejoy and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager John A. Budesky, City 
Clerk Andrea P. Madden, Deputy City Clerk Antoinette M. Elgart, 
Administrative Associate Melody J. Hess, Public Works and 
Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Deputy Public Works Director 
Gene Jennings, Utilities Service Manager Ana Davis, Refuse and 
Recycling Coordinator Sue Lhotka, Fire and Rescue Chief Brett R. 
Bowman, Assistant Fire and Rescue Chief Wade House, Chief of 
Police Douglas W. Keen, Lieutenant John Barnes, Sergeant Eddie 
Rivera, Sergeant Thomas J. Rodriguez, Crime Prevention 
Specialist Adrienne Helms, Crime Analyst Terri Hines, Senior 
Property Code Inspector Paul Lynch, Property Code Inspector 
Carlos Perez, Neighborhood Services Coordinator Christen Zenich, 
Housing Manager and Advocate Mickey Rhoades, Service Manager 
Melanie Trabosh, and Social Worker III Frankie Christopher. 
 
 Absent from the meeting were Council Members Marc T. Aveni, 
J. Steven Randolph and Jonathan L. Way. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda:  Call to Order 
 
 Mayor Parrish called for the Roll Call at 7:35 p.m. and led 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1. As per the attached agenda dated August 6, 2012. 
 2. Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Mayor’s Welcome 
 
 Mayor Parrish thanked everyone for attending the Town 
Hall Meeting, including City staff.  Mayor Parrish encouraged 
citizens to take advantage of the opportunity to speak with 
staff and discuss any questions or concerns they may have. 
 
 Mayor Parrish announced that Presidential Candidate Mitt 
Romney plans to visit Old Town Manassas on Saturday, August 10 
at the Harris Pavilion.  Additional details about this event 
will be released in the coming days. 
 
 Council Members welcomed everyone and stated that they 
look forward to hearing from the citizens. 
 
 Item 4 of the Agenda:  City Manager’s Update 
 
 Mr. Budesky encouraged citizens to become involved in the 
Budget process, which will begin in the coming months.  The 
City is interested in obtaining feedback from the public 
regarding the community’s priorities. 
 
 Mr. Budesky stated that HMI has a comprehensive calendar 
on their website that includes community events for the coming 
months.  There is a great deal happening in the City of 
Manassas! 
 
 Mr. Budesky provided an update on several construction 
projects, including the Route 28 Overpass, the utility work on 
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Center Street, the Winters Branch Trail extension, and a 
possible Main Street expansion project. 
 

Item 5 of the Agenda: School Superintendent’s Update 
 
 Dr. Catherine Magouyrk thanked the community for such a 
warm welcome and stated that she is very excited about being 
in Manassas.  Dr. Magouyrk stated that she is most interested 
in listening to the community at this time to determine how 
best to proceed.  Dr. Magouyrk explained that public education 
is very important and strong and successful schools provide 
the roots for the community. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda:  Citizens’ Time 
 
 Loopy Carter, a City of Manassas resident, expressed his 
appreciation for the AmeriCorp Vista program in Georgetown 
South and the assistance he has received from Kisha Wilson-
Sogunro and Tina Murray in securing employment and continuing 
his education. 
 
 Jaz Mitchell, a business owner in the City of Manassas, 
thanked the City, Neighborhood Services, the MCPS, the 
AmeriCorps Vista members, the Boys & Girls Club, and the 
Georgetown South community for their support in reaching out 
to youth.  Mr. Mitchell stated that the partnerships 
established have provided many opportunities to the local 
youth. 
 
 Arleen Green, a City of Manassas resident and 
Secretary/Treasurer of Point of Woods East, asked the City to 
please consider bringing the AmeriCorps Vista program into her 
neighborhood.  Ms. Green stated that Point of Woods East would 
benefit from the program and that the HOA Board, which is 
strong and active, is excited about the possible partnership.  
Ms. Green invited the public to the “National Night Out” event 
on Tuesday, August 7 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
 
 Wayne Pence, a City of Manassas resident, stated that he 
spoke to Paul Lynch earlier about a zoning concern he had and 
was able to make an appointment with Mr. Lynch for Wednesday, 
August 8. 
 
 Kayne Kornbach, a Prince William County resident, 
discussed “National Plug-In Day,” an event scheduled for 
September 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Manassas Museum.  
“National Plug-In Day” promotes the benefits of electric cars 
and encourages the community to learn more about the 
technology.  On September 23, electric cars will be on display 
at the Manassas Museum for citizens to look at and drive; 
people will be available to answer questions about the cars 
and their operation.  Mr. Kornbach stated that the City of 
Manassas, with its charging stations located around the City, 
is a leader in this area and should be proud of its progress. 
 
 Travis Cason, an AmeriCorps Vista member working at the 
Boys & Girls Club, thanked the community for all that had been 
done to assist him and change his life.  Mr. Cason explained 
that he is now attending ECPI for electrical engineering and 
that the Boys & Girls Club was able to help him obtain 
scholarships and assistance with tuition and books.  Mr. Cason 
stated that he assists with BINGO nights and that having the 
opportunity to interact with so many other people has given 
him a new appreciation of life. 
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 Mayor Parrish read a comment card from a citizen, asking 
what has caused the recent spike in utility outages within the 
City. 
 Utilities Director Mike C. Moon stated that the City 
fared very well during the recent derecho, with service 
restored by 7 a.m. the following morning.  Many NoVA residents 
were without power for 3 to 5 days, with some as long as one 
week.  Mr. Moon stated that a raccoon did cause trouble at the 
Airport substation, emphasizing that no system is fool-proof.  
The Utilities Department is always looking for ways to improve 
reliability and Mr. Moon offered to meet with anyone who had 
particular concerns after the meeting. Mayor Parrish commented 
that the City of Manassas has an excellent Utilities 
Department and it is because of the hard work of staff that 
the system is so consistent. 
 
 Dave Snyder, a City of Manassas resident, stated that he 
called to report overhanging branches on power lines and that 
the City had people out the following day to correct the 
problem.  Mr. Snyder complimented the City on such a quick 
response.  Mr. Snyder spoke in support of the Winters Branch 
Trail and stated that it would increase the safety of those 
who wish to walk and bike in the neighborhood.  Mr. Snyder 
stated that he is concerned about the traffic pattern near the 
Route 28 overpass and asked if the City could look into easing 
the curves to improve safety. 
 
 Hannah Senft, a City of Manassas resident, expressed her 
appreciation for the partnership that exists between the City 
of Manassas and the Georgetown South community; Ms. Senft 
stated that she hopes this partnership will continue.  Ms. 
Senft invited everyone to visit Georgetown South and take a 
look at their new paths and playground equipment.  Ms. Senft 
asked if the City would consider establishing times for 
vendors to sell goods in the neighborhood, stating that some 
vendors are selling their products at midnight.  Ms. Senft 
asked the City to complete the street paving projects in 
Georgetown South and stated that she and the Board support the 
Winters Branch Trail extension. 
 
 A new resident to the City of Manassas stated that this 
was her first Town Hall Meeting and commented on how kind and 
helpful everyone had been. 
 
 George Bailey, a City of Manassas resident, asked what 
type of police protection citizens can expect during the 
November election, in light of recent shootings in Colorado 
and Wisconsin. 
 Chief Keen responded that the Police Department is 
actively developing plans within the Department and with local 
agencies to assure the safety of citizens. 
 
 Leslie Jones, a City of Manassas resident, recognized 
members of AmeriCorps Vista and stated that she is very 
impressed with their work and the relationships that they have 
established with the youth in Georgetown South.  Ms. Jones 
stated that the young people seem to genuinely trust the 
AmeriCorps Vista members and have learned a great deal from 
them.  Ms. Jones said that the key to keeping the youth 
engaged is to keep them busy and provide them with 
alternatives.  Ms. Jones noted that many in Georgetown South 
do not like police officers and asked if the City would 
consider some type of outreach program to connect with the 
residents and build trusting relationships with community 
members. 
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 A young man participating in the AmeriCorps Vista 
programs thanked the City for their support and stated that he 
enjoys the culinary arts and etiquette programs. 
 

Item 7 of the Agenda:  Open House with City Staff. 
 
Citizens and City staff engaged in casual and individual 

conversations after Citizens’ Time. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


